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 Irrespective of whether one considers official statistics, the proliferation of clinical referrals, research initiatives, review articles or even media attention, the problem of children and adolescents who sexually abuse other children has become a subject of increased attention. Given the proportion of young abusers who are themselves victims of sexual abuse, understanding the continuities between sexual victimisation and sexually abusive behaviour has been important. Despite the paucity of reliable evidence, it is clear that the majority of children who are sexually abused do not become abusers. Moreover, we know that around half of all young abusers have not themselves been victims of abuse. This paper sets out to consider these issues and highlight potentially important factors in understanding the origins and development of sexually abusive behaviour at an early age.


 


   
    
	
Type

	Research Article


 	
Information

	Advances in Psychiatric Treatment
  
,
Volume 4
  
,
Issue 2
  , March 1998  , pp. 101 - 107 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/apt.4.2.101
 [Opens in a new window]
 
  


   	
Copyright

	
Copyright © The Royal College of Psychiatrists 1998 




     
 References
  
 

 Becker, J. V. (1988) Adolescent sex offenders. Behaviour Therapist, 11, 185–187.Google Scholar


 
 

 Bentovim, A. (1991) Childen and young people as abusers. In Children and Young People as Abusers (eds Hollows, A. & Armstrong, H.) pp. 5–54. London: National Children's Bureau.Google Scholar


 
 

 Bentovim, A. (1995) Trauma Organised Systems (revised). London: Karnac.Google Scholar


 
 

 Cantwell, H. B. (1988) Child sexual abuse: very young perpetrators. Child Abuse and Neglect, 12, 579–582.Google Scholar


 
 

 Conte, J. R. & Schuerman, J. R. (1987) The effects of sexual abuse on children: a multi-dimensional view. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 2, 380–390.Google Scholar


 
 

 Deblinger, E., McLeer, S. V., Atkinsm, M. S.
et al (1989) Post-traumatic stress in sexually abused, physically abused, and non-abused children. Child Abuse and Neglect, 13, 403–408.Google Scholar


 
 

 Finkelhor, D. (1984) Boys as victims: review of the evidence. In Child Sexual Abuse: New Theory and Research (ed. Finkelhor, D.) pp. 26–40. New York: Free Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Finkelhor, D. & Brown, A. (1986) Initial and long term effects: a conceptual framework. In A Sourcebook on Child Sexual Abuse (ed. Finkelhor, D.) pp. 10–25. Beverley Hills, CA: Sage.Google Scholar


 
 

 Finkelhor, D. & Berliner, L. (1995) Research on the treatment of sexually abused children: a review and recommendations. Journal of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 334, 1–16.Google Scholar


 
 

 Friedrich, W. N. (1993) Sexual victimisation and sexual behaviour in children: a review of recent literature. Child Abuse and Neglect, 17, 59–66.Google Scholar


 
 

 Friedrich, W. N. (1995) Psychotherapy with Boys who have been Sexually Abused. Beverly Hills, CA: Sage.Google Scholar


 
 

 Gil, E. & Johnson, T.C. (1993) Sexualised Children: Assessment and Treatment of Sexualised Children who Molest. Rockville, MD: Launch Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Holmes, J. (1993). John Bowlby and attachment theory. In Modern Makers of Psychotherapy, pp. 40–54. London: Routledge.Google Scholar


 
 

 Hyde, C., Bentovim, A. & Monck, E. (1995) Some clinical and methodological implications of a treatment outcome study of sexually abused children. Child Abuse and Neglect, 19, 1389–1400.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Johnson, R. L. & Shrier, D. (1987) Past sexual victimisation by females of male patients in an adolescent medicine clinic population. American Journal of Psychiatry, 144, 650–652.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kavoussi, R. J., Kaplan, M. & Becker, J. V. (1988) Psychiatric diagnoses in adolescent sex offenders. Journal of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 27, 241–243.Google Scholar


 
 

 Lanyado, M., Hodges, J., Bentovim, A.
et al (1995) Understanding boys who sexually abuse other children: a clinical illustration. Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy, 9, 231–242.Google Scholar


 
 

 Longo, R. E. & Groth, A. N. (1983) Juvenile sexual offences in the histories and adult rapists and child molesters. Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology, 27, 150–155.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 National Children's Home (1992) The Report of the Committee of Enquiry into Children and Young People who Sexually Abuse Other Children. London: National Children's Home.Google Scholar


 
 

 Parker, J.G. & Asher, S. (1987) Peer relations and later personal adjustment: are low-accepted children ‘at risk’. Psychological Bulletin, 102, 357–389.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Peters, S. D., Wyatt, G. E. & Finkelhor, D. (1986) Prevalence. In A Sourcebook on Child Sexual Abuse (ed. Finkelhor, D.), pp. 80–95. Beverly Hills, CA: Sage.Google Scholar


 
 

 Pynoos, R. S., Sorenson, S. B. & Steinberg, A. M. (1993) Interpersonal violence and traumatic stress relations. In Handbook of Stress, Theoretical and Clincial Aspects (eds Goldberg, L. & Breznitz, S.) (2nd edn), pp. 205–220. New York: Free Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Rogers, C. M. & Terry, T. (1984) Clinical intervention with boy victims of sexual abuse. In Victims of Sexual Aggression: Treatment of Children, Women and Men (eds Stuart, I. R. & Greer, J. G.) pp. 70–85. New York: Van Rostrand Reinhold.Google Scholar


 
 

 Rutter, M. (1987) Psychosocial resilience and protective mechanisms. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 57, 3–15.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Ryan, G., Metzner, G. & Krugman, R. D. (1990). When the abuser is a child: the assessment and treatment of the juvenile sex offender. In Understanding and Managing Child Sexual Abuse (ed. Oates, K.) pp. 115–140. Sydney: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich.Google Scholar


 
 

 Ryan, G. & Lane, S. (1991) Juvenile Sexual Offending. Lexington, KT: Lexington Books.Google Scholar


 
 

 Sansonnet-Hayden, H., Hayley, G., Marriage, K.
et al (1987) The sexual abuse and psychopathology in hospitalised adolescents. Journal of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 26, 753–757.Google Scholar


 
 

 Seghorn, T. L., Pretky, R. A. & Boucher, R. J. (1987). Child sexual abuse in the lives of sexually aggressive offenders. Journal of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 26, 262–267.Google Scholar


 
 

 Skuse, D., Stevenson, P., Hodges, J.
et al (1997) The Influence of Early Experience of Sexual Abuse on the Formation of Sexual Preferences During Adolescence. London: Institute of Child Health.Google Scholar


 
 

 Vizard, E., Monck, E. & Misch, P. (1995) Child and adolescent sex abuse perpetrators: a review of the research literature. Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 36, 731–756.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Watkins, B. & Bentovim, A. (1992) The sexual abuse of male children and adolescents: a review of curent research. Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 33, 197–248.CrossRefGoogle Scholar




 

         
Submit a response
 
 
eLetters

 No eLetters have been published for this article.
  



 
 [image: alt] 
 
 



 You have 
Access
 
 	12
	Cited by


 

   




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


 [image: alt]   


 













Cited by





	


[image: Crossref logo]
12




	


[image: Google Scholar logo]















Crossref Citations




[image: Crossref logo]





This article has been cited by the following publications. This list is generated based on data provided by
Crossref.









O'Callaghan, David
1998.
Practice issues in working with young abusers who have learning disabilities.
Child Abuse Review,
Vol. 7,
Issue. 6,
p.
435.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






MARSHALL, WILLIAM L.
and
MARSHALL, LIAM E.
2000.
The Origins of Sexual Offending.
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse,
Vol. 1,
Issue. 3,
p.
250.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Huopainen, Hilkka
2002.
Freud's view of hysteria in light of modern trauma research.
The Scandinavian Psychoanalytic Review,
Vol. 25,
Issue. 2,
p.
92.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Shevade, Devayani
Norris, Emma
and
Swann, Richard
2011.
An exploration of therapists' reactions to working with children displaying sexually problematic behaviour: a thematic analytic study.
Journal of Child Psychotherapy,
Vol. 37,
Issue. 1,
p.
52.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Vizard, Eileen
2013.
Practitioner Review: The victims and juvenile perpetrators of child sexual abuse – assessment and intervention.
Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry,
Vol. 54,
Issue. 5,
p.
503.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Jemmott, Ena Trotman
2013.
Understanding Child Sexual Abuse.
p.
76.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Marshall, Daniel
and
Thomas, Terry
2015.
The disclosure of police-held ‘non-conviction information’ to employers.
International Journal of Police Science & Management,
Vol. 17,
Issue. 4,
p.
237.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Sinason, Valerie
2016.
Clinical commentary by Valerie Sinason, child, adolescent and adult psychotherapist and adult psychoanalyst.
Journal of Child Psychotherapy,
Vol. 42,
Issue. 3,
p.
352.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Woods, John
2016.
The making of an abuser.
Journal of Child Psychotherapy,
Vol. 42,
Issue. 3,
p.
318.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Boakye, Kofi E.
2020.
Juvenile sexual offending in Ghana: Prevalence, risks and correlates.
Child Abuse & Neglect,
Vol. 101,
Issue. ,
p.
104318.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Boakye, Kofi E.
2020.
Reprint of: Juvenile sexual offending in Ghana: Prevalence, risks and correlates.
Child Abuse & Neglect,
Vol. 105,
Issue. ,
p.
104570.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Krutzinna, Jenny
and
Skivenes, Marit
2021.
Judging parental competence: A cross‐country analysis of judicial decision makers' written assessment of mothers' parenting capacities in newborn removal cases.
Child & Family Social Work,
Vol. 26,
Issue. 1,
p.
50.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar


















Google Scholar Citations

View all Google Scholar citations
for this article.














 

×






	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates








	

Additional Information











	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap



Select your country preference



[image: US]
Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Türkiye
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe









Join us online

	









	









	









	









	


























	

Legal Information










	


[image: Cambridge University Press]






	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top













	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top












































Cancel

Confirm





×





















Save article to Kindle






To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
Find out more about saving to your Kindle.



Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.



Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.








Children and adolescents: victims who become perpetrators








	Volume 4, Issue 2
	
Arnon Bentovim and Bryn Williams

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/apt.4.2.101





 








Your Kindle email address




Please provide your Kindle email.



@free.kindle.com
@kindle.com (service fees apply)









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Dropbox







To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.

 





Children and adolescents: victims who become perpetrators








	Volume 4, Issue 2
	
Arnon Bentovim and Bryn Williams

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/apt.4.2.101





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Google Drive







To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.

 





Children and adolescents: victims who become perpetrators








	Volume 4, Issue 2
	
Arnon Bentovim and Bryn Williams

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1192/apt.4.2.101





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×



×



Reply to:

Submit a response













Title *

Please enter a title for your response.







Contents *


Contents help










Close Contents help









 



- No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted




Please enter your response.









Your details









First name *

Please enter your first name.




Last name *

Please enter your last name.




Email *


Email help










Close Email help









 



Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.




Please enter a valid email address.






Occupation

Please enter your occupation.




Affiliation

Please enter any affiliation.















You have entered the maximum number of contributors






Conflicting interests








Do you have any conflicting interests? *

Conflicting interests help











Close Conflicting interests help









 



Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.





 Yes


 No




More information *

Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


Please accept terms of use.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.


















